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BUSH  AND  CLINTON  COMPARED 


Every  four  years  since  1 960,  the  FCNL  Washington  Newsletter  has  offered  a 
comparison  of  the  positions  of  the  leading  presidential  candidates  on  issues  of 
particular  interest  to  FCNL  and  its  readers.  In  this  Newsletter,  we  have 
endeavored  to  present  the  candidates'  positions,  wherever  possible,  in  their  own 
words  or  the  words  of  their  party's  platform,  condensing  only  for  space  reasons. 

In  some  instances  we  have  added  information  about  a  candidate's  past 
actions  related  to  the  stated  position,  but  it  is  not  possible  to  do  this  consistently — 
both  because  of  the  volume  of  material,  and  because  of  the  unavoidable 
imbalance  in  comparing  records  of  an  incumbent  and  a  challenger.  We 
encourage  you  to  consult  past  issues  of  the  FCNL  Washington  Newsletter,  to 
follow  closely  the  candidates'  speeches  and  actions  in  the  remaining  days  of  the 
campaign,  and  then  to  vote  your  best  judgment  on  November  3. 

George  Bush  and  Bill  Clinton  have  remarkably  similar  positions  on  some 
01992  Reprinted  by  permnsKxi  of  Modem  Times  Syndicate  issues,  and  distinct  differences  on  Others.  For  example: 


Military 

spending 

Death  Penalty 

Oil  Drilling 
in  the  Arctic 


Policy 

Toward  Iraq 


Tax  and 
Budget  Policies 


Discrimination 
in  the  Workplace 


BUSH 

Bush  would  cut  military  spending  by  $50  billion  over 
the  next  five  years. 

Bush  supports  the  use  of  the  death  penalty. 

Bush  has  advocated  exploratory  drilling  for  oil  and 
natural  gas  in  the  Arctic  National  Wildlife  Refuge. 


Bush  initiated  and  led  the  1 990-1 991  Desert  Shield/ 
Desert  Storm  actions.  In  August  this  year,  he  threat¬ 
ened  possible  new  military  action  against  Saddam 
Hussein  because  of  his  resistance  to  United  Nations 
inspections. 

Bush  favors  cutting  the  capital  gains  tax  to  1 5%  and 
adopting  a  balanced  budget  amendment  to  the  U.S. 
Constitution. 

Bush  opposes  the  Equal  Remedies  Act. 


CLINTON 

Clinton  would  cut  it  by  $100  billion  over  the  same 
period. 

Clinton  supports  the  use  of  the  death  penalty. 
Clinton  would  prohibit  drilling  in  ANWR. 


Clinton  has  stated  that  he  supported  the  authoriza¬ 
tion  of  Desert  Storm.  In  August  of  this  year,  he 
expressed  support  for  Bush's  military  threats  against 
Saddam  Hussein. 


Clinton  does  not  advocate  either  of  those  measures. 


Clinton  favors  this  bill,  which  would  remove  caps  on 
damages  for  women,  religious  minorities,  and  people 
with  disabilities  in  workplace  discrimination  cases. 


Voter  Registration 


Bush  vetoed  the  "Motor-Voter"  bill  when  it  was 
passed  earlier  this  year. 


Clinton  advocates  passage  of  the  "Motor- Voter"  bill, 
which  would  simplify  voter  registration. 


Page  2 


FCNL  Washington  Newsletter,  September/October  1992 


BUSH/QUAYLE 

NATIVE  AMERICANS.  In  1 991 ,  George  Bush  set  forth  his 
administration's  American  Indian  policy  statement.  It  said,  "On 
January  24, 1983,  the  Reagan-Bush  administration  issued  a  state¬ 
ment  on  Indian  policy  recognizing  and  reaffirming  a  govern ment-to- 
government  relationship  between  Indian  tribes  and  the  federal 
government.  This  relationship  is  the  cornerstone  of  the  Bush- 
Quayle  policy  of  fostering  self-governance  and  self-determination." 

"This  government-to-government  relationship  is  the  result  of 
sovereign  and  independent  tribal  governments  being  incorporated 
into  the  fabric  of  our  Nation,  of  Indian  tribes  becoming  what  our 
courts  have  come  to  refer  to  as  quasi-sovereign  domestic  dependent 
nations.  Over  the  years  this  relationship  has  flourished,  grown,  and 
evolved  into  a  vibrant  partnership  in  which  over  500  tribal  govern¬ 
ments  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  other  governmental  units  that 
form  our  Republic." 

The  President  has  established  an  Office  of  Self-Governance 
within  the  Department  of  the  Interior  (DOI)  with  the  "responsibility 
of  working  with  tribes  to  craft  creative  ways  of  transferring  decision¬ 
making  powers  over  tribal  governments  from  the  Department  to 
tribal  governments."  He  plans  to  establish  an  Office  of  American 
Indian  Trust  within  the  DOI  with  the  responsibility  of  "overseeing 
the  trust  responsibility  of  the  Department  and  of  insuring  that  no 
Department  action  will  be  taken  that  will  adversely  affect  or  destroy 
those  physical  assets  that  the  federal  government  holds  in  trust  for 
the  tribes."  President  Bush  has  designated  a  senior  White  House 
staff  member  as  his  personal  liaison  with  tribes  so  that  the  White 
House  may  "continue  to  interact  with  Indian  tribes  on  an 
intergovernmental  basis." 

ENERGY  AND  THE  ENVIRONMENT.  Bush  supports 
ongoing  research  and  development  of  energy  efficiency,  renewable 
energy,  fossil  fuels,  and  nuclear  power.  He  favors  increased 
production  and  use  of  renewable  energy  as  well  as  of  natural  gas, 
clean  coal,  domestic  oil,  and  nuclear.  The  Bush  administration  has 
opposed  requiring  improved  auto  fuel  efficiency  standards.  It  has 
supported  major  research  on  global  climate  change,  and  it  has 
opposed  legislation  to  limit  carbon  dioxide  (the  chief  greenhouse 
gas)  emissions  to  1 990  levels  by  the  year  2000.  Bush  supports  "a  new 
generation  of  safer  nuclear  power"  and  continues  to  support  drilling 
in  the  Arctic  National  Wildlife  Refuge  (ANWR). 

Bush  "believes  that  environmental  protection  and  economic 
development  are  inextricably  linked — environmental  stewardship 
requires  that  policies  In  each  area  reflect  this  linkage."  He  seeks  to 
balance  his  goal  of  "no  net  loss  of  wetlands"  with  the  need  to  protect 
the  legitimate  rights  of  farmers,  small  businesses,  and  other  land- 
owners.  And  he  has  vowed  to  block  renewal  of  the  Endangered 
Species  Act  unless  it  takes  jobs  and  the  economy  into  account  when 
issuing  orders  to  save  vanishing  creatures. 

Bush  supports  pollution  prevention  through  waste  reduction  and 
recycling.  He  also  supports  toxic  waste  cleanup  at  federal  facilities. 
He  favors  "enhancing  forests  and  public  lands  at  home  and  abroad," 
planting  a  billion  trees  per  year,  and  debt-for-nature  swaps  to 
preserve  rainforests.  He  also  favors  incentives  for  private  sector 
participation  through  voluntary  programs,  education  about  lead 
poisoning,  enlisting  business  community  input  on  solutions,  and 
rewarding  accomplishment. 


CLINTON/GORE 

NATIVE  AMERICANS.  Bill  Clinton  supports  the  "govern¬ 
ment-to-government  relationship  between  Indian  tribal  govern¬ 
ments  and  the  federal  government,  which  acknowledges  the  right  to 
self-governance.  This  self-governance  should  include  recognition  of 
traditional/spiritual  freedom."  He  is  "committed  to  insuring  that  the 
U.S.  government  fully  meets  its  trust  obligations  assumed  under 
treaties  and  executive  orders." 

Clinton  has  stated  that  "tribal  governments  should  be  encour¬ 
aged  to  develop  revenue  raising  programs."  "One  essential  compo¬ 
nent  of  an  improved  quality  of  life  on  Native  American  reservations 
is  a  greater  involvement  of  tribal  governments  in  establishing  policy 
and  setting  priorities  for  use  of  federal  funds." 

The  Clinton-Gore  plan  identifies  six  areas  of  concern  to  Native 
Americans:  economic  development,  health  care,  education,  envi¬ 
ronment,  housing,  and  guaranteeing  rights. 

The  Clinton  campaign  pledges  to  guarantee  rights  by  promoting 
consultation  with  tribes  and  increasing  tribal  authority  in  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  federal  funds,  and  to  pursue  strategies  to  develop  self 
sufficient  reservation  economies.  The  Clinton  campaign  also  pledges 
to  include  Native  Americans  in  his  plans  to  increase  health  care  and 
promote  education  nationwide. 


ENERGY  AND  THE  ENVIRONMENT.  Undergirding 

Clinton's  positions  is  his  view  that  "strong  national  environmental 
standards  create  jobs,  they  don't  cause  them  to  disappear,"  and  his 
view  that  revenue-neutral  tax  incentives  can  be  used  to  help  achieve 
environmental  goals. 

The  Clinton/Core  energy  plans  emphasize  increased  energy 
efficiency  and  conservation,  expansion  of  the  use  of  renewable 
energy,  and  increased  use  of  natural  gas. 

These  plans  call  for  a  large  increase  in  research  and  development 
for  energy  efficiency  and  renewable  energy;  reorienting  the  mission 
of  many  national  laboratories  "from  defense  R  &  D  to  more  work  on 
commercial  renewable  energy  projects;"  improving  overall  U.S. 
energy  efficiency  by  20%  by  2000;  raising  auto  fuel  efficiency 
standards  from  the  current  27.5  mpg  to  40-45  mpg;  and  limiting 
U.S.  carbon  dioxide  (the  chief  greenhouse  gas)  emissions  to  1990 
levels  by  the  year  2000.  For  safety  and  environmental  reasons, 
Clinton  and  Core  "oppose  increased  reliance  on  nuclear  power," 
and  would  "prohibit  drilling  in  the  Arctic  National  Wildlife  Refuge." 

To  reduce  pollution  and  solid  waste,  Clinton  "would  create 
economic  incentives  for  recycling,  source  reduction,  and  implement 
mandatory  diversion  of  recyclable  materials  from  landfills  and 
incinerators." 

Clinton  would  work  to  preserve  natural  resourcesand  biodiversity 
by  preserving  wetlands  and  protecting  ancient  forests,  and  would 
encourage  debt-for-nature  swaps  as  one  method  of  helping  to 
preserve  rainforests. 
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LEGAL  AND  CONSTITUTIONAL  ISSUES 


BUSH/QUAYLE 

CIVIL  RIGHTS  AND  LIBERTIES.  "I've  fought  against 
prejudice  and  antisemitism  all  my  life.  And  I  am  proud  that  we 
strengthened  our  civil  rights  laws — and  we  did  it  without  resorting 
to  quotas." 

Bush  publicly  condemns  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sex,  race, 
creed,  or  national  origin,  and  he  supports  the  prosecution  of  hate 
crimes.  He  supports  civil  rights  laws  that  provide  equal  opportunity 
for  all  Americans  in  the  workplace  while  rejecting  hiring  quotas, 
which  he  views  as  "preferential  treatment."  Regarding  women's 
rights,  the  1 991  Republican  Party  asserts  "economic  growth  as  the 
key  to  the  continued  progress  of  women  in  all  fields  of  economic 
life."  In  addition.  Bush  signed  into  law  the  Americans  with  Disabili¬ 
ties  Act,  which  encourages  equal  opportunity  and  access  for  people 
with  disabilities.  However,  he  vetoed  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1 990 
and  the  Family  Justice  Act,  and  he  opposed  the  Equal  Remedies  Act 
and  the  Racial  Justice  Act. 

IMMIGRATION.  The  Republican  Party  platform  favors  the 
continuing  diversification  of  the  United  States  through  controlled 
immigration  while  cracking  down  on  illegal  immigration.  During 
FY1992,  Bush  authorized  the  admission  of  142,000  refugees. 
Increased  numbers  came  from  the  former  Soviet  Union  and  de¬ 
creased  numbers  from  Eastern  Europe.  In  response  to  the  influx  of 
Haitian  refugees  in  the  spring  of  1 992,  Bush  issued  an  executive 
order  requiring  the  interdiction  and  return  of  undocumented  aliens 
(of  any  nationality)  on  the  high  seas.  This  order,  which  significantly 
altered  long-standing  U.S.  refugee  policy,  has  been  interpreted  by 
the  UN  High  Commissioner  for  Refugees  as  a  gross  violation  of 
international  law  as  stated  in  the  UN  Convention  on  Refugees. 

CRIME.  Bush  supports  a  deter-and-punish  strategy  on  crime, 
while  promoting  economic  growth  in  dangerous  neighborhoods  by 
creating  urban  enterprise  zones:  "Our  'Weed  and  Seed'  initiative  to 
combat  crime  wins  back  our  inner  cities  by  'weeding  out'  gang 
leaders,  drug  dealers,  and  career  criminals  and  'seeding'  communi¬ 
ties  with  expanded  employment,  educational  and  social  services." 
Bush  plans  a  " . . .  renewed  investment  in  fighting  violent  street  crime 
..."  which  "...  is  tough  on  criminals  and  supportive  of  police."  He 
supports  victims'  rightsand  tough  mandatory  sentences  for  repeat 
offenders. 

DRUGS.  Bush  supports  using  resources  from  the  armed  forces 
to  fight  the  international  drug  trade;  drug  education  in  schools;  and 
the  toughest  penalties  for  drug  dealers. 

GUN  CONTROL.  Bush  supports  the  rights  of  legitimate  gun 
owners  to  bear  arms,  while  cracking  down  on  the  criminal  misuse  of 
firearms.  He  proposes  restrictions  on  the  availability  of  "assault 
weapons,"  which  are  unnecessary  for  legitimate  sport  or  self  defense 
purposes. 

DEATH  PENALTY.  Bush  supports  capital  punishment, 
expanded  use  of  the  death  penalty  for  federal  crimes,  and  limits  on 
appeals  by  death  row  inmates. 


CLINTON/GORE 

CIVIL  RIGHTS  AND  LIBERTIES,  "it  is  time  to  heal  the 
divisions  that  have  scarred  our  nation.  .  .  .  The  White  House's 
greatest  responsibility  is  to  bring  us  together,  not  drive  us  apart." 

Clinton  emphasizes  the  fundamental  importance  of  equal  oppor¬ 
tunity  in  American  society.  He  pledges  to  nominate  jurists  to  federal 
courts  who  have  demonstrated  a  real  commitment  to  civil  rights,  to 
support  the  aggressive  prosecution  of  civil  rights  offenders,  and  to 
crack  down  on  hate  crimes.  Clinton  seeks  workplace  fairness 
through  the  strong  enforcement  of  the  1 991  Civil  Rights  Act  and  the 
Americans  with  Disabilities  Act.  Regarding  women's  rights,  Clinton 
supports  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  and  promises  to  sign  the 
Violence  Against  Women  Act. 

IMMIGRATION .  "A  Clinton/Gore  administration  will  support 
policies  that  promote  fairness,  non-discrimination  and  family 
reunification,  and  reflect  our  constitutional  freedoms  of  speech, 
association,  and  travel.  While  we  must  be  generous,  we  cannot 
admit  all  who  want  to  come.  Priority  should  be  given  to  reunifying 
families  and  attracting  refugees  and  workers  whose  skills  are  needed." 

Clinton  pledges  support  for  Jews  seeking  to  leave  Russia,  and 
favors  American  assistance  for  their  resettlement  in  Israel  and  the 
United  States.  Clinton  supports  U.S.  asylum  for  political  refugees 
and  the  protection  of  human  rights  at  home  and  abroad.  He 
proposes  an  end  to  AIDS  immigrant  restrictions  which  prevent  HIV¬ 
positive  applicants  from  receiving  visas. 

CRIME.  "Crime  breeds  poverty  just  as  much  as  poverty  breeds 
crime.  We  cannot  and  we  must  not  permit  another  generation  of 
American^  to  grow  up  on  streets  too  unsafe  to  walk."  "We  need  to 
help  cities  that  fight  crime  and  drugs  in  sensible  ways."  Clinton  offers 
a  tough-on-crime  strategy  that  increases  the  number  of  police 
officers  on  the  street,  develops  community  based  policing,  and 
provides  for  federal  funds  for  communities  hit  hardest  by  crime.  He 
supports  increased  penalties  for  repeat  offenders,  drug  dealers,  and 
violent  criminals. 

DRUGS.  Clinton's  plan  combines  increased  penalties  for  drug 
dealing  with  drug  education  in  school  and  drug  treatment  on 
demand  for  addicts. 

GUN  CONTROL.  Clinton  supports  the  Brady  Bill,  which 
mandates  a  waiting  period  for  handgun  purchases.  He  favors  a  ban 
on  high-capacity  assault  weapons,  which  have  no  legitimate  hunting 
or  self  defense  purpose. 

DEATH  PENALTY.  Clinton  has  consistently  enforced 
Arkansas's  capital  punishment  law  and  has  allowed  three  executions 
to  take  place  during  his  terms  as  governor. 


FCNL  was  greatly  assisted  in  its  research  for  this  Newsletter  by  NETWORK: 
A  National  Catholic  Social  Justice  Lobby  and  Church  Women  United. 
Copies  of  their  chart/poster  comparing  the  candidates  are  available  from 
NETWORK,  806  Rhode  Island  Ave.  N.E.,  Washington,  DC  20002. 

Information  on  the  candidates'  positions  comes  from  materials  provided  by 
the  two  campaign  headquarters;  the  acceptance  speeches  of  the  two  presiden¬ 
tial  candidates  at  their  respective  conventions;  President  Bush's  1 992  State  of 
the  Union  address;  and  the  Democratic  and  Republican  party  platforms. 
Information  on  actions  taken  by  candidates  comes  from  public  records. 
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ECONOMIC  AND  DOMESTIC  POLICY 


BUSH/QUAYLE 

ECONOMIC  RECOVERY.  "We  must  make  it  easier  for 
people  to  invest  new  money  and  create  new  products,  new  indus¬ 
tries  and  new  jobs.  We  must  clear  away  the  obstacles  to  growth — 
high  taxes,  high  regulation,  red  tape,  and,  yes,  wasteful  government 
spending."  Bush's  policy  includes  support  for  the  following: 

•  Creating  new  jobs  by  freezing  tax  increases,  cutting  existing 
taxes,  and  giving  tax  allowances,  credits,  or  financing  to  investors, 
small  business,  and  new  home  buyers. 

•  A  balanced  budget  amendment  to  the  U.S.  Constitution,  and 
decreasing  the  budget  deficit  through  taxes  earmarked  by  citizens 
for  that  purpose. 

•  Expanding  U.S.  markets  abroad  through  free  and  fair  trade 
agreements;  restructuring  the  American  educational  system  to 
include  school  choice  and  higher  standards;  funding  for  federal  job 
training  programs. 

•  Reducing  unnecessary  government  regulation  which  burdens 
small  businesses;  a  moratorium  on  new  government  regulation; 
streamlining  government  agencies  in  order  to  reduce  red  tape  and 
administrative  costs;  eliminating  200  programs  and  4,000  wasteful 
projects  and  freezing  all  other  domestic  discretionary  spending. 

•  Reforming  the  American  legal  system  in  order  to  control  litiga¬ 
tion  costs  and  reduce  malpractice  insurance  rates. 


TAXATION.  "When  the  new  Congress  convenes  next  January 
I  will  propose  to  further  reduce  taxes  across  the  board,  provided  we 
pay  for  these  cuts  with  specific  spending  reductions  that  I  consider 
appropriate,  so  that  we  do  not  increase  the  deficit."  Bush  plans  for 
tax  relief  for  small  businesses,  investors,  and  families  by  cutting 
capital  gains  taxes,  providing  or  expanding  tax  credit  for  first  time 
home  buyers  and  families  with  dependent  children,  a  tax  credit  for 
low-income  families  to  buy  health  insurance,  and  tax  deductions  for 
investors  in  U.S.  industry  and  real  estate  developers.  He  has  also 
proposes  cutting  the  national  debt  by  enabling  taxpayers  to  earmark 
1 0%  of  their  federal  tax  payment  for  that  purpose. 


HEALTH  CARE.  "I  have  a  plan  to  provide  affordable  health 
care  for  every  American,  controlling  costs  by  cutting  paperwork  and 
lawsuits  and  extending  coverage  to  the  poorest  of  the  poor."  Bush 
supports  the  reform  of  private  health  care  in  order  to  reduce  costs 
and  increase  efficiency,  as  opposed  to  any  basic  restructuring  of 
America's  health  care  system.  He  pledges  to  make  health  care 
universally  accessible  by  "providing  a  health  care  insurance  tax 
credit  of  up  to  $3700  for  each  low-income  family . . .  and  by 
reforming  the  health  insurance  market,  my  plan  assures  that  Ameri¬ 
cans  will  have  access  to  basic  health  insurance  even  if  they  change 
jobs  or  develop  serious  health  problems.  We  must  bring  costs  under 
control,  preserve  quality,  preserve  choice  (of  a  doctor) ..."  Bush  also 
favors  a  campaign  of  disease  prevention  and  health  maintenance  in 
order  to  reduce  future  costs. 


CLINTON/GORE 

ECONOMIC  RECOVERY.  Clinton's  economic  strategy 
prioritizes  investment  over  tax  cuts  as  the  key  to  economic  growth: 
"My  national  economic  strategy  puts  people  first  by  investing  more 
than  $50  billion  each  year  for  the  next  four  years  while  cutting  the 
deficit  in  half.  These  investments  will  create  millions  of  high-wage 
jobs  and  help  America  compete  in  the  world  economy."  Clinton 
proposes: 

•  Redistributing  the  tax  burden  by  increasing  tax  breaks  for  the 
middle  class  and  making  the  wealthy  pay  their  fair  share  through 
higher  rates,  limits  on  tax  deductions,  and  a  crackdown  on  fraud. 

•  Decreasing  the  deficit  to  $1 41  billion  by  1 996  through  defense 
cuts  and  increased  revenues.  He  opposes  a  balanced  budget 
amendment  to  the  Constitution. 

•  Increasing  America's  economic  competitiveness  through  educa¬ 
tional  reform,  including  tougher  standards,  reduced  class  size,  and 
federally  funded  opportunities  for  non-college  bound  students. 

•  Opposing  unfair  trade  practices  and  supporting  free  trade 
agreements  that  will  open  up  markets  to  American  products  while 
maintaining  environmental  and  fair  labor  standards  at  home  and 
abroad. 

•  Government  spending  cuts  in  order  to  increase  efficiency  and 
eliminate  overspending.  For  example,  cutting  defense  spending  by 
$100  billion  by  1997,  gradually  eliminating  100,000  f^eral  jobs, 
reducing  administrative  costs,  and  cutting  wasteful  programs  (nar¬ 
row  special  interests,  pork-barrel  projects). 

TAXATION.  "We  will  lower  the  tax  burden  on  middle  class 
Americans.  I  will  save  nearly  $300  billion  by  cutting  spending, 
closing  corporate  loopholes,  forcingthe  very  wealthy  to  pay  theirfair 
share  of  taxes."  To  ease  taxation  on  lower-income  families,  Clinton 
proposes  an  increase  in  the  Earned  Income  Tax  Credit  in  order  to 
make  up  the  difference  between  a  family's  earnings  and  the  poverty 
level.  He  favors  decreasing  the  middle  class  tax  burden  through 
either  a  children's  tax  credit  or  a  reduction  in  income  tax  rates.  He 
would  raise  taxes  on  the  top  2%  income  bracket,  tax  foreign 
corporations,  limit  deductions  taken  by  highly  paid  executives,  and 
eliminate  tax  breaks  for  U.S.  companies  that  close  plants  in  the  U.S. 
in  order  to  utilize  cheaper  labor  abroad. 

HEALTH  CARE.  "Health  care  providers  will  finally  have 
Incentives  to  reduce  costs  and  improve  quality  for  consumers. ...  No 
American  will  go  without  health  care,  but  in  return  everyone  who 
can  must  share  the  cost  of  their  care."  Clinton  supports  a  national 
health  care  plan  which  would  guarantee  universal  access  to  basic 
medical  coverage  through  employment  (which  will  be  required  for 
businesses  with  over  50  people)  or  through  public  programs.  He 
proposes  the  establishment  of  a  federal  health  standards  board  that 
will  establish  health  budgets,  national  spending  caps,  and  a  core 
benefits  package.  Clinton  supports  a  system  of  managed  care 
networks  where  patients  may  choose  their  own  doctor,  increased 
funding  for  prevention  programs  and  long  term  care  for  the  elderly, 
the  streamlining  of  the  medical  insurance  industry,  a  decrease  in 
administrative  costs,  and  a  crackdown  on  billing  fraud. 
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BUSH/QUAYLE 

POVERTY.  Bush  believes  that  in  order  to  reduce  poverty,  it  is 
essential  to  strengthen  families  and  restore  economic  independence 
to  all  Americans  by  "empowering  the  poor  with  the  pride  that  comes 
from  owning  a  home,  getting  a  job,  becoming  a  part  of  things." 
Bush's  proposals  include: 

•  Expanding  tenant  ownership  (the  HOPE  program)  and  commu¬ 
nity  governance  in  low-income  housing  communities. 

•  Funding  for  a  shelter  system  which  offers  aid  to  ill  or  addicted 
homeless  people.  Bush  also  appeals  to  non-profits,  states,  and  local 
governments  to  continue  to  work  on  homelessness. 

•  Establishing  enterprise  zones  to  revitalize  inner  cities. 

•  State  programs  that  require  recipients  to  work  or  get  better 
educated  while  on  welfare. 

•  Tax  credits  for  businesses  that  grant  family  and  medical  leave  to 
employees.  He  opposes  the  Family  and  Medical  Leave  Act,  which 
mandates  the  granting  of  leave  by  businesses  with  over  50  workers. 

ECONOMIC  CONVERSION.  "The  Administration  re¬ 
mains  strongly  opposed  to  proposals  that  would  recklessly  reduce 
defense  spending  far  below  the  levels  adequate  to  meet  our 
continued  national  security  needs. . . .  The  Administration  remains 
committed  to  a  smooth  transition  to  the  civilian  economy  for 
individuals  leaving  military  employment,  supporting  contractors, 
and  affected  communities." 

"We  must  have  new  incentives  for  research  and  new  training  for 
workers.  Small  businesses  need  capital  and  credit,  the  defense 
workers  need  new  jobs." 

Although  Congress  allocated  $200  million  in  1990  for  defense 
conversion  work,  the  executive  agencies  responsible  for  implemen¬ 
tation  have  been  slow  in  putting  the  funds  to  use.  Almost  two  years 
later,  only  about  1 0%  of  the  allocated  federal  funds  had  been  used 
to  help  military  contractors  and  their  laid-off  workers  make  a 
transition  to  civilian  business. 

The  Bush/Quayle  program  for  conversion  now  calls  for  $1  billion 
over  the  next  four  years  in  additional  funding  to  the  Pentagon  for 
economic  adjustment  measures,  most  of  which  involve  expanding 
existing  Defense  Department  programs.  The  President's  Fiscal  Year 
1 993  budget  proposes  "a  broad  series  of  initiatives"  designed  to 
"help  transform  the  defense  establishment's  investment  in  human 
capital  into  an  asset  which  will  strengthen  U.S.  competitiveness." 
Included  among  the  many  programs  comprising  this  "Defense 
Adjustment  Assistance"  plan  are  the  following: 

•  $1 4.99  billion  for  the  National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Admin¬ 
istration  (NASA)  budget; 

•  $5.5  billion  for  environmental  clean-up  at  Department  of  En¬ 
ergy  nuclear  weapons  development  facilities; 

•  $725  million  for  the  Department  of  Energy's  National  Energy 
Strategy  Research  &  Development  initiatives;  and 

•  $311  million  for  the  National  Institute  of  Standards  and 
Technology  (NIST). 


CLINTON/CORE 

POVERTY.  Clinton  believes  that  poverty  must  be  reduced 
through  coordinated  government  programs  that  provide  structure 
and  incentives:  "We  need  special  efforts  to  empower  the  poor  to 
work  their  way  out  of  poverty."  Clinton's  proposals  include: 

•  Tax  credits  and  federal  support  to  spur  low-income  housing 
development,  strengthening  the  HOME  program  (additional  low- 
income  rental  housing),  and  ensuring  adequate  funding  in  the  HUD 
budget  for  low-income  housing  maintenance  and  modernization. 

•  Earmarking  1 0%  of  the  HUD  budget  for  non-profit  organizations 
and  churches  that  house  the  homeless;  housing  homeless  people  at 
closed  military  bases;  coordinating  efforts  and  strategies  with  urban 
leaders  and  community  organizations. 

•  Investing  in  communities  by  creating  community  development 
banks  and  urban  enterprise  zones.  Allowing  direct  use  of  1 5%  of 
federal  assistance  for  local  revitalization  priorities. 

•  Welfare  reform  that  provides  education,  training,  and  child  care 
for  up  to  two  years,  after  which  those  who  can  work  will  have  to  go 
to  work. 

•  Passage  of  the  Family  and  Medical  Leave  Act,  which  provides 
employees  with  unpaid  leave  in  order  to  care  for  children  or  ailing 
family  members. 


ECONOMIC  CONVERSION.  "Today  we  have  an 
historic  opportunity.  The  human  and  physical  resources  we  once 
dedicated  to  winning  the  cold  war  can  now  be  rededicated  to 
fulfilling  unmet  domestic  needs."  The  Clinton/Core  proposal  in¬ 
volves  cutting  the  military  by  one-third  over  the  next  five  years. 

Clinton  advocates  "a  plan  to  reinvest  every  dollar  of . . .  defense 
cuts  in  retraining  the  workforce,  in  giving  companies  time  to  retool, 
in  reinvesting  in  new  technologies  like  high  speed  rail,  recycling, 
waste  reduction,  new  systems  of  transportation  and  communica¬ 
tion,  all  of  which  are  consistent  with  a  new  approach  to  energy  and 
the  environment." 

The  plan  calls  for  the  creation  of  several  new  civilian  agencies  to 
oversee  the  conversion  process,  including: 

•  a  Technology  Assistance  Service — modeled  after  the  Agricul¬ 
tural  Extension  Service — to  provide  technical  assistance  to  small 
businesses; 

•  a  National  Police  Corps  to  facilitate  the  training  of  former 
military  personnel  for  law  enforcement  careers;  and 

•  a  civilian  Advanced  Research  Projects  Agency  to  coordinate 
high-technology  research  and  development. 

The  plan  also  calls  for  new  conversion  programs  to  be  run  by  the 
National  Science  Foundation,  the  Economic  Development  Agency, 
the  Small  Business  Administration,  and  the  Department  of  Veterans' 
Affairs. 
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MILITARY  AND  FOREIGN  POLICY 


BUSH/QUAYLE 

MILITARY  SPENDING.  "At  the  same  time  that  the  im¬ 
proved  international  situation  warrants  these  cuts  in  our  defense 
budget,  we  must  retain  a  strong  defense  ...  in  a  still  dangerous 
world."  Bush  proposes  to  cut  defense  spending  by  $50  billion  over 
the  next  five  years.  The  savings  from  these  cuts  would  be  used  to 
reduce  the  current  deficit. 


CONVENTIONAL 
WEAPONS  PROLIF¬ 
ERATION.  "Our  desire  to 
curb  proliferation . .  .doesn't  mean 
we're  going  to  refuse  to  sell  any¬ 
thing  to  everybody."  Soon  after 
the  Gulf  War,  in  May  1 991 ,  Bush 
advocated  an  arms  control  initia¬ 
tive  calling  for  restraint  and  con¬ 
sultation  with  the  other  major  sup- 
pliers  (the  United  Kingdom, 

France,  China,  and  the  former 
USSR),  so  that  conventional  arms 
transfers  would  reflect  legitimate 
military  needs  for  the  region.  Since 
that  date,  however,  the  United 
States  has  announced  approxi¬ 
mately  $1 9.3  billion  in  arms  trans¬ 
fers  to  the  Middle  East,  with  $1 5 

billion  ofthat  going  to  Saudi  Arabia  alone.  Now,  in  September  1 992, 
the  President  has  announced  two  major  U.S.  arms  sales,  one  of  up 
to  72  F-1 5  aircraft  to  Saudi  Arabia,  and  another  of  as  many  as  1 50 
F-16s  to  Taiwan. 


WEAPONS  OF  MASS  DESTRUCTION.  "To  be 

truly  effective,  proliferation  controls  must  be  implemented  by  all 
major  supplier  countries.  We  have  made  substantial  progress  with 
other  suppliers  to  promote  agreement  on  further  strengthening 
proliferation  controls,  including  a  new  multilateral  export  control 
regime"  on  nuclear  related  technology.  However,  as  we  went  to 
press.  Bush  was  threatening  to  veto  the  Export  Administration  Act  if 
it  included  the  section  on  nuclear  non-proliferation  (Title  iii-a).  The 
Bush  administration  supports  nuclear  testing. 


WEAPONS  SYSTEMS  and  MILITARY  PERSONNEL 

BUSH/QUAYLE 

CLINTON/CORE 

C-17  Air  Transport 

Yes 

Yes 

Seawolf  Submarine 

Yes 

Yes 

V-22  "Tilt-rotor" 

No 

Yes 

SDI/"Briniant  Pebbles" 

Yes 

No 

No.  of  Aircraft  Carriers 

12 

10 

No.  of  B-2  Bombers 

20 

0 

Reduce  No.  of  Troops  in 
the  U.S.  by: 

(currently  1 .6  million) 

0 

200,000 

Reduce  U.S.  Troops  in 
Europe  to: 

(currently  243,000) 

150,000 

75-100,000 

CLINTON/GORE 

MILITARY  SPENDING.  "As  President,  I  pledge  to  main¬ 
tain  military  forces  strong  enough  to  deter  and  when  necessary  to 
defeat  any  threat  to  our  essential  interests."  Clinton  plans  to  cut 
defense  spending  by  $100  billion  in  the  next  five  years.  He 
advocates  cost-sharing  with  U.S.  allies  and  so-called  burden  sharing, 

and  asserts  that  the  United  States 
needs  to  "restructure  our  (its]  mili¬ 
tary  forces  for  a  new  era."  He 
plans  to  use  the  resulting  dollars  to 
"reinvest  in  America"  and  to  re¬ 
duce  the  deficit. 


CONVENTIONAL 
WEAPONS  PROLIF¬ 
ERATION.  "On  the  demand 
side,  the  U.S.  should  encourage 
the  policies  adopted  by  some  do¬ 
nor  countries  and  the  World 
Bank" — that  is,  conditioning  for¬ 
eign  aid  on  a  country's  efforts  to 
reduce  its  expenditures  on  arma¬ 
ments.  "On  the  supply  side,  the 
U.S.  should  negotiate  with  the 
major  supplier  countries  on  limit¬ 
ing  such  sales."  Nevertheless, 
Clinton  is  endorsing  Bush's  pro¬ 
posed  sale  of  military  aircraft  to 
Taiwan  and  Saudi  Arabia. 


WEAPONS  OF  MASS  DESTRUCTION.  "One  of 

the  most  dangerous  new  threats  is  the  spread  of  military  technology, 
especially  weapons  of  mass  destruction. . . .  We  need  to  clamp  down 
on  countries  and  companies  that  sell  proscribed  technology.  Viola¬ 
tors  will  be  punished,  and  we  must  work  urgently  with  all  countries 
for  tough,  enforceable,  non-proliferation  agreements."  Clinton 
supports  the  Comprehensive  Test  Ban  Treaty  and  other  enforceable 
measures  to  halt  the  proliferation  of  weapons  of  mass  destruction. 
He  wants  to  strengthen  the  International  Atomic  Energy  Agency  and 
supports  its  policy  of  surprise  inspections  of  nuclear  facilities.  He 
calls  for  stricter  standards  on  the  Nuclear  Nonproliferation  Treaty 
and  for  more  countries  to  join  the  Missile  Technology  Control 
Regime.  With  regard  to  nuclear  testing,  Clinton  has  said,  "I  think  it's 
time  for  a  nuclear  test  ban  treaty,  and  I  think  the  United  States  should 
take  a  lead  in  that."  Senator  Core  has  written  legislation  to  stop 
nuclear  proliferation. 


INTELLIGENCE  OPERATIONS.  Bush  is  committed  to 
maintaining  the  full  range  of  intelligence  operations,  including 
covert  action.  He  strongly  disapproves  of  a  decrease  in  the  CIA's 
budget.  Bush  served  as  the  director  of  the  CIA  from  1976-77. 


INTELLIGENCE  OPERATIONS.  Clinton  advocates  a 
shift  in  the  intelligence  agency  "from  military  bean  counting  to  a 
more  sophisticated  understanding  of  political,  economic  and  cul¬ 
tural  conditions  that  can  spark  conflicts."  He  has  also  indicated  he 
would  "make  some  reductions  in  intelligence  resources  that  are 
directed  to  the  Former  Soviet  Union."  While  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Al  Core  served  on  the  Intelligence  Committee. 
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BUSH/QUAYLE 

THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  INDEPENDENT 
STATES.  "I  want  to  see  the  republics  of  the  former  Soviet  Union 
make  the  transition  from  highly  militarized  societies  with  thousands 
of  nuclear  weapons  and  millions  of  men  under  arms  to  peaceful 
democratic  states."  In  April  1992,  Bush,  in  conjunction  with  other 
European  countries,  announced  a  $24  billion  multilateral  aid  initia¬ 
tive  to  the  region,  known  as  the  "Freedom  Support  Act."  This  figure 
is  much  less  than  that  requested  by  Russian  President  Boris  Yeltsin. 
Among  other  things,  the  package  provides  money  for  currency 
stablilization,  deferred  debt  payments,  and  to  increase  International 
Monetary  Fund  loans. 

NATO.  The  Republican  platform  states,  "In  Western  Europe,  we 
reaffirm  our  NATO  alliance. . . .  The  United  States  must  remain  a 
European  power  in  the  broadest  sense,  able  to  influence  the  policies 
and  events  that  affect  the  livelihood  and  security  of  further  genera¬ 
tions  of  Americans." 

CUBA.  Bush  supports  legislation  proposed  by  Rep.  Torricelli  and 
Senator  Graham  that  would  significantly  tighten  the  long-standing 
embargo  on  Cuba.  In  a  White  House  statement  he  said,  "The  Cuban 
Democracy  Act  of  1 992  seeks  to  build  on  the  strong  pro-democracy 
policy  of  my  Administration.  I  applaud  such  efforts  and  endorse  the 
objectives  of  this  legislation  to  isolate  Cuba  until  democratic  change 
comes  to  that  embattled  island."  Bush  directed  the  Treasury 
Department  to  require  ships  that  trade  with  Cuba  to  have  special 
licenses  to  enter  U.S.  ports.  In  his  acceptance  speech  at  the 
Republican  party  convention.  Bush  said,  "I  look  forward  to  being 
the  first  president  to  visit  a  free,  democratic  Cuba." 

IRAQ.  Bush  claims  the  Gulf  War  as  one  of  the  successes  of  his 
administration,  saying,  "The  Mideast  might  have  become  a  nuclear 
powder  keg — our  energy  supplies  held  hostage.  So  we  did  what  was 
right,  and  what  was  necessary.  We  destroyed  a  threat,  freed  a 
people  and  locked  a  tyrant  in  the  prison  of  his  own  country." 
Economic  sanctions  against  the  people  of  Iraq  have  remained  in 
place.  "Together  with  our  coalition  partners,"  says  Bush,  "we  will 
continue  to  keep  sanctions  in  place  and  keep  the  pressure  on  until 
a  new  leadership  in  Iraq  emerges,  one  that  stands  ready  to  live  in 
peace  with  it  neighbors.  Iraq  will  remain  a  pariah  among  nations 
until  Saddam  is  gone." 

SOUTH  AFRICA.  From  the  1 992  Republican  Party  platform: 
"In  South  Africa,  the  Republican  policy  of  constructive  engage¬ 
ment — opposing  apartheid  while  fostering  peaceful  change — has 
been  successful.  We  condemn  all  violence  against  the  innocent  and 
applaud  those  who  seek  reconciliation  to  create  a  new,  democratic 
South  Africa.  We  encourage  economic  reform  as  crucial  to  both 
security  and  prosperity  in  the  new  South  Africa." 

MIDDLE  EAST  PEACE  PROCESS.  The  Bush  admin¬ 
istration  actively  labored  to  bring  about  the  peace  negotiations 
between  Israel  and  its  neighbors,  Syria,  Lebanon,  Jordan  and  the 
Palestinians.  Bush  initially  insisted  that  loan  guarantees  to  Israel  be 
conditioned  on  a  halt  to  the  building  of  settlements  in  the  occupied 
territories;  in  negotiations  with  the  newly  elected  government  of 
Israel,  Bush  agreed  to  support  the  loan  guarantees  with  understand¬ 
ings  rather  than  conditions.  Bush  does  not  favor  the  establishment 
of  a  Palestinian  state. 


CLINTON/CORE 

THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  INDEPENDENT 
STATES.  "I  know  it  may  be  bad  politics  to  be  for  any  aid 
program.  But  we  owe  it  to  the  people  who  defeated  communism, 
the  people  who  defeated  the  coup.  ...  A  small  amount  spent 
stabilizing  the  emerging  democracies  in  the  former  Soviet  empire 
today  will  reduce  by  much  more  the  money  we  may  have  to  commit 
to  our  defense  in  the  future."  Clinton  supports  a  similar  $1 8  billion 
international  aid  package  to  the  new  independent  states.  He 
strongly  encourages  private  investment,  not  only  to  facilitate  the 
transition  to  a  market  economy,  but  also  to  guarantee  a  place  for  the 
United  States  in  the  Russian  market.  Senator  Gore  voted  in  favor  of 
the  Freedom  Support  Act. 

NATO.  "In  Europe,  new  security  arrangements  will  evolve  over 
the  next  decade.  While  insisting  on  a  fairer  sharing  of  the  common 
defense  burden,  we  must  not  turn  our  back  on  NATO.  Until  a  more 
effective  security  system  emerges,  we  must  give  our  allies  no  reason 
to  doubt  our  constancy." 

CUBA.  Clinton  announced  at  a  Florida  fundraising  event  in  April, 
"I  think  this  administration  has  missed  a  big  opportunity  to  put  the 
hammer  down  on  Fidel  Castro  and  Cuba.  I  have  read  the  Torricelli- 
Graham  bill  and  I  like  it."  In  an  interview  in  June,  Clinton  went  on 
to  say,  "Now  is  not  the  time  to  relax  pressure  on  the  Castro  regime; 
it  is  an  anachronism,  its  days  are  numbered,  and  I  think  we  ought  to 
stay  after  the  present  policy,  and  indeed,  intensify  to  try  to  move 
Cuba  toward  democracy  and  freedom."  Core  was  not  among  the 
list  of  53  senators  co-sponsoring  the  Cuban  Democracy  Act. 

IRAQ.  In  a  major  foreign  policy  address  presented  in  Los  Angeles 
in  August,  Clinton  said,  "I  know  we  must  have  the  resolve  constantly 
to  deter,  sometimes  to  fight,  and  always,  to  win.  That  is  why  Al  Core 
and  I  supported  the  decision  to  use  force  to  get  Saddam  Hussein  out 
of  Kuwait;  and  why  we  stand  united  with  President  Bush  in  sending 
the  message  to  Saddam  as  he  flouts  the  UN  resolution:  toe  the  line 
or  face  the  music."  In  another  statement  Clinton  said,  "As  President, 

I  would  use  force  when  necessary  to  protect  our  Interest — in  a 
multilateral  context  when  possible,  unilaterally,  if  it  came  to  that.  I 

supported  the  Congressional  vote  authorizing  Desert  Storm - " 

Core  was  one  of  52  senators  (10  Democrats  and  42  Republicans) 
who  voted  on  January  12,1 991 ,  to  support  the  use  of  force  in  the 
Gulf. 

SOCJTH  AFRICA.  The  1 992  Democratic  Party  platform  calls 
for:  "Maintenance  of  state  and  local  sanctions  against  South  Africa 
in  support  of  an  investment  code  of  conduct,  existing  limits  on 
deductibility  of  taxes  paid  to  South  Africa  and  diplomatic  pressure 
until  there  is  an  irreversible,  full  and  fair  accommodation  with  the 
black  majority  to  create  a  democratic  government  with  full  rights  for 
all  its  citizens.  The  U.S.  government  should  consider  reimposing 
federal  sanctions." 

MIDDLE  EAST  PEACE  PROCESS.  Clinton  sup 

ported  the  "efforts  to  get  Israel  and  the  Arab  States  to  sit  down  at  the 
peace  table."  Clinton  advocated  granting  loan  guarantees  to  Israel 
without  conditions,  and  he  frames  Middle  East  policies  in  the 
context  ofastrongalliance  between  theU.S.and  Israel.  Clinton  does 
not  favor  the  establishment  of  a  Palestinian  state. 

(See  MILITARY  AND  FOREIGN  POUCY,  p.  8) 
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BUSH/QUAYLE 

UNITED  NATIONS.  Bush  served  as  the  ambassador  to  the 
UN  from  1971-73.  Bush  has  called  the  institution  "demonstrably 
ineffective,"  yet  also  understands  its  importance  in  the  international 
community,  as  he  sought  its  support  for  taking  multilateral  military 
action  in  the  Gulf.  Bush  has  supported  the  UN's  resolutions 
regarding  the  conflict  in  Bosnia-Herzegovina.  With  regard  to  U.S. 
payments  to  the  UN,  the  Bush  administration  was  left  a  legacy  from 
the  Reagan  years  of  more  than  $450  million  in  U.S.  arrears.  Bush  is 
committed  to  paying  the  obligatory  dues,  but  Congress  has  not 
appropriated  sufficient  funds,  and  the  United  States  now  owes  over 
$700  million. 


CLINTON/GORE  J 

UNITED  NATIONS.  Clinton  strongly  advocates  an  in¬ 
creased  role  for  the  United  Nations  in  trouble  spots  around  the 
world.  "The  United  Nations  can  be  an  appropriate  forum  for  getting 
regional  adversaries  to  enter  into  a  dialogue,  and  then  negotiations, 
to  restrict  the  numbers  and  kinds  of  weapons  they  acquire."  Clinton 
calls  for  an  expansion  of  the  Security  Council  and  the  inclusion  of 
Germany  and  japan  as  permanent  members,  and  for  greater  effi¬ 
ciency  on  the  part  of  UN  administration.  He  has  expressed  interest 
in  the  creation  of  a  UN  Rapid  Deployment  Force  to  deter  aggression, 
guard  borders,  provide  humanitarian  relief,  and  work  against  terror¬ 
ism  and  drug  trafficking. 
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